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Reading in America - the Writing on the Wall 
We have a national reading crisis that cuts across all ethnic and socioeconomic groups. As a result, we’re 
becoming a nation of two societies: one that reads, and one that doesn’t. The National Institute of Health 
considers the long-term implications of this reading failure a national public health problem. Many parents of 
young kids aren’t aware of the problem’s scope - they know only that reading is a prerequisite for all other 
learning, and they want their kids to be good readers.  

Hard-to-believe Facts and Myths  
These facts give you an idea of the severity of our nation’s reading problem:  

Nearly 40% of Fourth Graders have not mastered basic reading skills. It’s nearly 60% in 
California, and almost half of these children live with college-educated parents.  

— Council for Basic Education 
 

If a child is a poor reader at the end of First Grade there is a nearly 90% probability that 
the child will remain a poor reader at the end of Fourth Grade.  

—  The Public Library Association  
 

Experts say about 5% of the nation’s children learn to read with ease, almost intuitively. 
An additional 20% to 30% learn to read with relative ease once they enter school and 
begin formal instruction. However, the bulk of children (about 60%) have difficulty. 

— Council for Basic Education  
 

Now, consider the following myths that help perpetuate poor reading skills  
and the real facts behind them. 

 

MYTH: Kids learn to read by being read to. 

FACT: Reading to young children will help develop their interest in reading. Many children learn bits and 
pieces this way; however, “being read to” does not equal “learning to read.” And only 5% of children actually 
learn to read by being immersed in reading. Learning to read is not like learning to speak, where children 
literally “soak up” a spoken language. Children must learn the skills necessary for reading, and for all but a 
few, this requires explicit instruction. 

MYTH: Reading is a natural process that will happen on its own when a child is ready. 

FACT:  There must be a certain level of reading readiness, and most two-year-olds, for example, are not 
ready to read. At one time, reading was thought to develop naturally, when a child was “mature” enough, but 
this is no longer the belief. Research now indicates that the 4- to 6-year-old range is the sweet spot for 
teaching reading. Beyond the age of 6 or 7, teaching a child to read is simply a game of catch up. Most 
children do not learn to read “on their own,” and if a child is struggling to read at age nine, the Council for 
Basic Education maintains there’s a 75% chance he or she will have difficulties with reading throughout high 
school. 

MYTH: All kids will learn to read in school. 

FACT:  Not necessarily. The range of entering skills among young children—regardless of their 
background—varies widely, and is extremely challenging to manage even for our best teachers. Providing 
individual attention and interaction based on each child’s unique capabilities, and managing an entire class 
at the same time, is a daunting challenge. Yet reading experts say that children need lots of practice with 
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reading fundamentals (phonics, sounding out, blending, etc.). Given the “facts of life” in a classroom—
overall student/teacher ratios and general work overload—most teachers do the best job they can. However, 
too many children are being left behind.  

One thing is clear: Too many of our children cannot read or have difficulty reading. And, if they don’t read 
fluently, the chances for a fulfilling life—in terms of job skills, financial stability, or academic achievement—
are greatly diminished.  

Reading...your child’s future depends on it. 

What About My Child?  
Reading is more than a building block; it’s your child’s foundation for a successful life. Given the alarming 
statistics about poor reading skills, ask yourself, “How can I make sure my child is a good reader?” This 
question opens a Pandora’s box of other concerns: How do I know if my child is ready to read? What’s the 
best way to ensure my child’s reading success? What kind of program complements schools? Is phonics 
important? I want my child to develop a love of reading, but how do I do that? What if my child has 
problems? What can I do? The list goes on and on. 

Ultimately, all these concerns can be boiled down to ensuring your child’s competency in the following skills:  

·  Recognizing that sounds make words, words make sentences, and 
sentences make stories 

·  Identifying the beginning, middle, and ending sounds of words 

·  Segmenting words into sounds 

·  Using letter-to-sound correspondence to sound out new words 

·  Fluently blending sounds to read hundreds of new words 

·  Using knowledge of basic word families and patterns to read new words 

·  Automatically reading frequently occurring words 

·  Reading irregularly spelled words and words containing diphthongs, special 
vowel spellings, and common word endings 

·  Self-correcting reading mistakes 

·  Independently reading aloud early stories with at least 90% word 
recognition accuracy 

·  Recognizing and using the cues of punctuation when reading, including 
commas, periods, question marks, and quotation marks  

 

These are the basic reading skills that your child needs: the bare minimum. Given the challenges teachers 
have today, and the fact that most parents don’t have the time or training to teach, many children do not 
reach even this basic level.  

Headsprout - We Grow Young Readers  
Headsprout can help answer your questions. We know that reading is the most important key your child can 
possess—one that literally opens the door to a world of possibilities. And, the early years (ages 4 to 6) are 
critical for learning essential reading skills.  

That’s why, at Headsprout, we teach your child one thing: to be a successful, confident reader.   
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Headsprout Early Reading - Fun and Effective  
When learning to read is fun, children want to learn. This is fundamental to Headsprout’s instructional 
approach and the reason we’ve designed our program as a series of engaging, Internet-based, animated 
lessons that teach reading fundamentals and beyond. We want to foster confidence and a love of reading in 
your child.  

 

·  Each episode appears as an interactive, animated Web episode and takes 
about 20 minutes to complete. At 3-5 episodes a week, your child will be 
able to complete all 80 episodes in less than 30 weeks. 

·  Through highly-interactive, positive experiences, your child learns in the first 
40 episodes that letters and sounds make words, words make sentences, 
and sentences make stories.  

·  The second 40 episodes focus more on reading vocabulary, fluency, and 
comprehension, while still teaching more sounds and sight words. Children 
even practice the types of activities found on most standardized tests. 

·  Headsprout automatically adapts to your child’s pace as it teaches.  You 
receive a progress report after each episode and you can see detailed 
progress on your personalized “My Headsprout” page. Your child leaves 
each episode feeling successful.  

·  Books are also part of the program; after every few episodes, your child 
receives a Headsprout® Reader booklet to encourage independent reading. 
Plus, you’ll find a variety of other printable stories on the Headsprout 
Website.  

·  In less than 15 hours of instruction (the first 40 twenty-minute episodes), 
your child will read 30 Headsprout stories, many with words that your child 
sounds out and reads for the first time.  

·  In an additional 40 twenty-minute episodes, your child will read 50 
Headsprout stories that not only feature novel words but also different types 
of formats, such as poems, non-fiction, and chapter stories. 

·  Your child keeps track of his or her progress through the program with a 
colorful Headsprout® Progress Map and places stickers on the map for each 
episode completed.  

·  You don’t have to directly teach any of the reading skills; however, we 
encourage you to praise your child’s reading success and stay involved.  
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Headsprout’s Generative Learning Technology -  
Combining the Science of Learning with the Art of Teaching 
At the heart of Headsprout’s learning program is a sophisticated, patented, instructional technology that 
ensures our programs are scientifically built, tested, redesigned and retested, and result in the outcomes the 
programs were designed to achieve.  This Sprout Learning™ Technology ensures children learn the skills 
important to academic success.  

Headsprout products are powered by Sprout Learning Technology.  This means the:  

·  Teaching methods are researched-based and research-derived. 

·  Teaching methods are well defined.  

·  Teaching methods are formulated as testable procedures.  

·  Teaching methods are based on data.  

·  Teaching routines are specifically designed for teaching in interactive environments. 

·  Performance and progress are continuously tracked to make the program responsive to all 
learners.  

·  Teaching routines are continually updated based upon measurable outcomes with learners. 

Headsprout’s program is based on real results with real kids – initially with hundreds of children in our 
learning labs in Seattle, and then with thousands more in homes and schools across the U.S and the world. 
Headsprout’s educators and learning scientists spent years developing and testing our early reading 
programs, ensuring that each component of instruction works.  We’ve measured and tested each 
instructional interaction, redesigning and retesting as needed, until our learners consistently showed us that 
the instruction works.  

Sprout Learning Technology is based on Headsprout’s own model of “generative instruction.”  A careful 
sequence of procedures establishes key, component skills.  Practice is then provided for those skills, and 
finally new learning opportunities are introduced that encourage the student to combine these skills into 
more complex skills with little additional instruction. 
 

The Details Make Us Different  
When we say that your child leaves each lesson with a new skill, we do so with a confidence that comes 
from unparalleled user testing. Headsprout has been developed and shaped by the behavior of actual child 
learners, and it may be the only product of its kind to have undergone such rigorous testing and revision 
cycles.  

We’ve measured and evaluated every level of Headsprout, from the most basic instruction through the 
complete interlocking sets of skills and strategies. Three phases of empirical testing were used: 
developmental testing (developing a workable instructional program), validation testing (verifying that the 
instruction reliably produces its intended results), and field testing (maintaining effectiveness across larger 
and more diverse groups).  

Educators, learning scientists, and instructional designers observed more than 1,000 children interacting 
with the program in our learning laboratory and at home, scrutinizing the appeal of the animated characters 
and program activities, kids’ comprehension of instructions, and their willingness to interact vocally with the 
program.  

Above all, we measured the effectiveness of the lessons in teaching fundamental reading skills. Pre- and 
post-tests of essential skills helped scientists measure the acquisition, application, and the retention of skills 
from lesson to lesson. We made adjustments to ensure instructional reliability and effectiveness, and this 
process was repeated until children were completely successful with the lesson.  

In the future, we’ll use Sprout Learning Technology to teach other subjects, such as advanced reading, 
mathematics, reasoning, problem solving, and writing. 
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Grounded in Fun  
We want your child to enjoy reading. For this reason, we teach basic skills and strategies to be  
a good reader in a fun, “learn-by-doing” approach. We teach skills such as phonemic awareness,  
print awareness, phonological coding, phonics, sounding out, segmenting, blending, and more. 

 
How It Works  
Headsprout Early Reading – rapid, effective, and consistent...for a number of good reasons.  

·  Consistent Letters and Sounds – Many reading programs introduce each 
letter of the alphabet, one at a time. However, many single letters represent 
multiple sounds, such as the “a” in “apple,” “cake,” or “car,” which confuses 
beginning readers. We, on the other hand, begin with very consistent letters 
and sounds, such as “s,” “ee,” “v,” and “an.”  

·  Focus on Fluency – Headsprout Reading teaches kids to identify sounds 
and words accurately, without hesitation. We call this fluency, and once 
children are fluent in certain skills, they retain what they’ve been taught, 
learn new skills more easily, and form words and decipher complex 
words—even those not directly taught. Our animated lessons provide timed 
exercises that help your child become an enthusiastic and fluent reader.  

·  Highly Interactive – Research shows kids learn best by doing. Headsprout 
kids engage in over 180 active learner interactions per 20-minute episode, 
typically getting more than 90% of the answers correct. With other reading 
approaches, children have significantly fewer opportunities to be actively 
involved, even with a one-on-one tutor.  

·  Individualized – We build on your child’s success and introduce new skills 
step-by-step. We acknowledge every response with appropriate feedback 
on accuracy and rate. And, when extra help is needed, your child gets it. 
For example, your child does not leave a lesson without demonstrating a 
specific learning goal. Headsprout Early Reading increases gradually in 
difficulty, so it always remains fun, yet challenging. 

·  Retention of skills – We do this through cumulative review. Skills—not 
pieces of information—are revisited, reused, and extended. Instead of 
simply memorizing information, your child learns the “hows” of reading, 
which stick (just like riding a bicycle) even when there’s a time lapse in the 
teaching process.  
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What Your Child Learns  
Headsprout Reading teaches your child more important reading skills than many other kids learn in a year 
and a half of Kindergarten and First Grade. The first 40 animated lessons set the groundwork for success in 
reading programs used by most teachers and schools. 

In Episodes 1-40, your child will achieve the following:  

·  Read 30 fun stories 

·  Learn that words are made of sounds  

·  Learn that sentences are made of words  

·  Learn that words and sentences convey meaning  

·  Learn a sounding-out strategy he or she can use anywhere  

·  Learn 34 sound/letter combinations, enough to sound out almost 500 words 

·  Learn several common “irregular” words  

·  Build a sight-reading repertoire  
 

In Episodes 41-80, your child builds upon the above and will:  

·  Read 50 fun stories 

·  Extend vocabulary and comprehension skills 

·  Prepare for the type of reading tests used by schools 

·  Build reading fluency  

·  Learn a potential reading vocabulary of more than 5,000 words   

 
Children who complete all of Headsprout gain the following fundamental reading skills.  
The list is organized by grade levels.  

Kindergarten  
·  Read from top to bottom and from left to right  

·  Identify the sounds of letters and the beginning and ending sounds of words  

·  Recognize that sounds make words  

First Grade 
·  Hear the beginning, middle, and ending sounds of words  

·  Blend sounds to form new words  

·  Tell the difference between a letter, word, and sentence  

·  Use letter-to-sound correspondence to sound out words  

Second Grade  
·  Segment words into component parts  

·  Apply knowledge of letter-to-sound associations, with fluency 

·  Improve ability to self-correct reading mistakes  

·  Read many regularly-spelled, one- and two-syllable words automatically  

·  Automatically read learned sight words 

·  Use punctuation cues—including commas, periods, exclamation points, question marks  
and quotation marks—to guide in fluent oral reading 

·  Build reading fluency to over 90 words per minute 

·  Construct meaning by manipulating words to build sentences that produce a “picture” depicting 
the meaning of the sentence 

·  Express meaning by seeing a picture and then manipulating words to convey the meaning 
depicted in the picture  
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Headsprout Early Reading - A Balanced Approach  
A Congressionally-mandated National Reading Panel determined the following: 

“...effective reading instruction includes teaching children to break apart and manipulate 
the sounds in words (phonemic awareness), teaching them that these sounds are 
represented by letters of the alphabet which can then be blended together to form 
words (phonics), having them practice what they’ve learned by reading aloud with 
guidance and feedback (guided oral reading), and applying reading comprehension 
strategies to guide and improve reading comprehension.” 

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

 

Headsprout Early Reading incorporates all of these components. We begin with phonics-based reading 
instruction that leads to early segmenting, blending, and word reading skills. Federally funded studies, large-
scale evaluations, and other research consistently find that early, systematic phonics instruction is more 
effective than informal, incidental phonics instruction.  

We also recognize that phonics is only one part of a balanced reading program - which is why the 
Headsprout Reading program systematically builds sight-word vocabularies based on the words that were 
initially sounded out. It then uses those words in sentences that have meaning and new sentences that tell a 
story. Phonics, words, sentences, and stories become part of the whole reading experience. 

 
Kids Learn to Read Here  
Based on decades of research and application, Headsprout Early Reading works! Your non-reading child—
doing one twenty-minute lesson per day, 3-5 days per week—will master key reading skills essential to 
beginning readers...in less than 24 weeks. 

Experience Headsprout Early Reading for yourself – the first few lessons are FREE – no payment 
information is necessary. Simply click on the Free Trial button on our FOR HOME Main page 
(www.headsprout.com/home). If you’re pleased with what you see, continue with the program by purchasing 
the first 40 lessons for just 5 payments of $ 19.95 – and this is with a 30-day, no-obligation, money-back 
guarantee. Compare Headsprout to other reading programs, costing hundreds of dollars more, that require 
you to play teacher...or to cheaper “edutainment” products, making no claim to teach the skills found in 
Headsprout. You’ll find there is no comparison. 

Headsprout teaches the skills that make your child a confident and enthusiastic reader.  

Reading - your child’s future depends on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


